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TOTAL EMC DISTRIBUTION 474,000 HOUSEHOLDS

Local artist Jill Alexander's ªWelcome Homeº exhibit at the Foyer Gallery will feature her portraits of home entrance 
ways and cat characters from Dec. 26 to Jan. 4. A portion of proceeds from art purchases will be donated to the 
Ottawa Humane Society. For the full story, please see page 4.
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BY KIMBERLY LOCHHEAD
klochhead@thenewsemc.ca

The city's planning and 
environment committee ap-
proved the zoning amend-
ment for 280-300 West Hunt 
Club Rd. on Dec. 9, mak-
ing way for a possible new 
shopping centre. 

ªIt was carried by consent 
and passed with no objec-
tions,º said Knoxdale-Meri-
vale Coun. Gord Hunter. 
ªThey're working a lot on 
the site plan. I've already 
received two plans and it 
looks good.º

The property is approxi-
mately 11.6 hectares in size 
and was previously a petro-
leum distribution centre, 
located at the south side of 
West Hunt Club Rd., east of 
Merivale Rd. and north of 
Bentley Ave. 

The application, pro-
posed by the Trinity Devel-
opment Group, is to build a 
shopping centre with 30,592 
square-metres of retail 
space including fast food 
restaurants with parking. 
Trinity is the developer of 
the Loeb, Best Buy and Food 
Basic businesses on Meri-
vale Rd. 

A large portion of the 
land would be used for a 
building supply store and 
the company has partnered 
with Lowe's, the American 
home renovation retailer. 
This store would include an 
outdoor garden centre sur-
rounded by fencing. 

An amendment to the 
plan concerned parking 
spaces associated with 
shopping centres under the 
former City of Nepean zon-
ing bylaw. 

ªIt requires less parking 
than the standard Nepean 
shopping mall from before 
amalgamation,º explained 
Coun. Hunter. ª[Previously] 
it was about ®ve parking 
spaces per 100 square-feet 

and now it's been changed 
to 3.6 spaces, but this same 
rule is applied to any new 
development here and 
across the city.º

He added that in regards 
to traf®c, there could be a 
double left-hand turning 
lane into the future shop-
ping centre. 

Trinity Development 
Group has provided the city 
with extensive traf®c studies 
of the area. Originally, they 
had applied for additional 
lands at 145 and 149 Bent-
ley Ave., but the company 
asked for these properties 
to be removed from their 
application. The Hunt Club 
Rd. area has been zoned to 
allow residential, commer-
cial or institutional uses. It 
permits large developments 
that will create traf®c, noise, 
and other impacts. 

The property can also be 
used for businesses includ-
ing an automobile body 
shop, service station, car 
wash, hotel, and other light 
industrial purposes. 

So far, Coun. Hunter said 
he has only received one 
comment regarding the ap-
plication, which he posted 
in his newsletter. The com-
ment said the resident was 
looking forward to the pos-
sible development. 

ªI think it will be an im-
provement in the area and 
an attractive addition to 
that side of the road,º said 
Coun. Hunter. 

Vacant Hunt 
Club lot could 
see shopping 

centre

I think it will be 
an improvement 
in the area and an 
attractive addition 
to that side of the 
road.

Gord Hunter
Councillor, Knoxdale-Merivale 
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Al Carr, winner of the EMC week #3 Shopping Spree
After much careful planning with wife Carol, Al 

decided to purchase gift certi® cates for family an d 
friends and a little bit for him and his wife in th e new 
year!

So off to Merivale Mall where Al purchased gift 
certi® cates from Sportchek, Bentley, and Farm Boy. 
Next stop was Westgate Shopping Centre where Al 
received a gift package from the mall manager, and 
then to Reitman's for a gift certi® cate.

The ® nal destination was Lincoln Field's Shopping 
centre where Al spent the remainder of his $1000 wi n.

Congratulations Al! 

BY KIMBERLY LOCHHEAD
klochhead@thenewsemc.ca

From hockey scenes to 
tulips, abstract swirls, and 
cat characters local artist Jill 
Alexander and her diverse 
creative talent will be on 
display at the exhibit called 
ªWelcome Homeº at the 
Foyer Gallery from Dec. 26 
to Jan. 4. 

ªThe timing of the show 
is unusual because not 
many artists show right af-
ter Christmas but it works 
for me,º said Ms. Alexander. 
ªI like to go out with a bang 
and on the ®nal day of the 
show, on Jan. 4, I will donate 
a portion of proceeds from 
my sales to the humane so-
ciety.º

Last year, she gave mon-
ies to the Queensway Car-
leton Hospital. 

Under the theme of ªWel-
come Home,º Ms. Alexan-
der has included comical 
cat portraits in honour of 
the Ottawa Humane Soci-
ety, as well as paintings of 
entranceways and abstract 
pieces.

ªEntry ways are the ®rst 
thing you see on a home 
and it's the welcoming as-
pect,º she explained. 

ªMy abstract pieces are 
called `Pathway to Paradise' 
and they encompass ev-
erything about going home 
and in a spiritual sense. The 
cats are about welcoming 

an abandoned animal into 
your family.º

Before becoming a full-
time artist, Ms. Alexander 
worked as an event coordi-
nator at Michael's Arts and 
Crafts and has also designed 
cakes and taught cake-dec-
orating techniques. She also 
had her own business creat-
ing ¯oral designs for wed-
dings. 

However, eight years ago 
Ms. Alexander was diag-
nosed with an illness that 
changed her life, especially 
in the art world.

ªI look at my illness as a 
gift because it opened my 
eyes to seeing all the oppor-
tunity around me that went 
over my head before,º said 
Ms. Alexander. 

ªMy friends were sup-
portive and my family was 
protective but once they 
saw the opportunities, they 
were my big supporters. My 
family is what keeps me go-
ing.º

She added that being self-
employed provides a chal-
lenge to maintain a steady 
income but through being a 
diverse artist, she has been 
able to keep herself working 
with a variety of projects. 

Ms. Alexander notes that 
her artwork also re¯ects her 
change in attitude. 

ªThe illness was the 
most life-alternating 
event for me,º she said. 

ªBefore, I used softer 
pastel colours and now 
I'm more intense and use 
bright, vibrant colours. I feel 
now that you should go big 
or go home.º

The abstract pieces all in-
clude ¯uid swirls and curva-
ceous swoops of colour.

ªThe idea behind the 
swirls is me quitting my job 
to pursue art on a full-time 
basis,º said Ms. Alexander. 
ªIt was a crazy rollercoaster, 
like the swirls' movement, 

but I didn't take risks before 
and now, because of it, all 
of these opportunities have 
come to me. It's a big chal-
lenge to take a risk.º

The pieces range in size 
from small to large canvases 
that can take a full day or 
weeks to complete. 

ªCreativity is what excites 
me most,º she said. 

ªI get lost once I get going 
with painting and I get so 
absorbed in it and time ¯ies. 
I'm completely oblivious to 

everything around me.º
At exhibits, Ms. Alexander 

said she feels best ful®lled 
when she witnesses the re-
actions of the public view-
ing her works of art.

ªWhat I hope gets across 
is a positive and happy 
outlook,º she said. ªI want 
people to be open to oppor-
tunities and be more opti-
mistic.º

Ms. Alexander's artistic 
diversity has allowed her to 
express herself through the 

potter's wheel, stained glass, 
and decorating windows.

ªIt's about ®nding a way 
to encompass everything 
and having a ball at the 
same time,º she said.

The Foyer Gallery is open 
during the week of the ex-
hibit from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and on weekends 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 

For more information on 
the artist, please visit www.
jillalexander.ca. 

Post-holiday art exhibit donating to good cause

Artist Jill Alexander shows off examples of her work that will be featured in her upcoming exhibit ªWelcome Home,º 
on from Dec. 26 to Jan. 4 at the Foyer Gallery.
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